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Gateway communities are cities or towns adja-
cent to national parks and other protected areas.
Visitors often use these communities as gateways
to the parks—staying in their campgrounds or
hotels, eating meals in town, purchasing supplies,
and learning about the park’s natural and cultural
resources. Increasingly, these communities face
the simultaneous challenges of economic develop-
ment and environmental management. Critical
issues include rapid growth, appropriate land use,
tourism development, and the economic shift
from extractive to service industries. Many
federal funding opportunities exist to address such
issues. Federal programs, when used effectively,
can foster greater collaboration between commu-
nities and federal agencies such as the National
Park Service (NPS). Awareness of available
programs is a first step to collaboration and
action.

Gateway Opportunities: A Guide to Federal Programs
Jfor Rural Gateway Communities focuses on pro-
grams most relevant to rural gateway communi-
ties. Its main objective is to provide a basic
description of federal funding and technical
assistance programs available to rural gateway
communities. Throughout this guide several
specific terms are used; these are briefly defined
below.

The National Park System is comprised of 376
areas with designations including national parks,
national monuments, national preserves, national
lakeshores, national seashores, national historic
sites, national battlefields, national memorials,

addition, the NPS has a stewardship and technical
assistance role in national heritage areas, wild and
scenic rivers, national scenic trails, and other
affiliated areas. Over 200 of these park units are
located in rural areas.

According to the NPS (1995), the term gateway
community refers to a community adjacent to a
National Park System protected area. The local
economy and social fabric of gateway communi-
ties are strongly influenced by NPS land manage-
ment policies, as well as by the large number of
visitors to the protected areas. Gateway communi-
ties are often located in spectacular and remote
landscapes with a natural character and local
tradition unique to the region. The term rural
gateway community refers to a community
located in a non-metropolitan area, with federally-
defined population limits which range from 2,500
to 50,000 people. A rural designation is impor-
tant because there are federal funds allocated
specifically to communities defined as rural.

The NPS has a vested interest in rural develop-
ment that meets the shared goals of the NPS and
gateway communities. Rural development im-
plies:

* econontic prosperity and diversification that does
not compromise quality of life or environmen-
tal protection;

. bl ity development, such as
appropriate infrastructure, land use planning,
and open space management, that maintains a

sense of place; and

national recreation areas, and wilderness areas. In

{Gateway Opportunities: A Guide to Federal Programs
for Rural Gateway Communities)
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